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CNHS UPDATES 
By Mary Louise Jesek Daley 

 

It has been a while since we have touched base with our Friends. I regret that I haven’t been in touch in 

such a personal way as our newsletter. However, I hope you have seen our emails and internet posts. 

 

CNHS has been busy, though, trying to get our name out there, staying involved in history, and sharing 

opportunities with our Friends even if the historical events and commemorations are not directly 

related to or sponsored by CNHS. I am involved in several different groups and CNHS and the history 

of our community is never far from my mind. In this newsletter you will find information on several 

recent activities as well as a synopsis and links to a few stories of interest related to the communities 

represented by CNHS.  

 

 

 

In June we were present at the groundbreaking for the new 

$24 million Henry w. Longfellow Senior Housing Complex 

located at East 140 Street and Darley Avenue.  See the 

enclosed article regarding this exciting project. 

 

 

 

On July 22, 2021 I had the distinct pleasure of joining the 

Early Settlers Association at their annual Cleveland Birthday 

Celebration and have lunch with their Board.  Congratulations 

to Ms. Kathleen Crowther of Cleveland Restoration Society 

on being recognized by the ESA for her work with CRS on 

behalf of protecting and preserving Cleveland’s history.  

 

 

 



You might recall information we shared about 

the Medina Historical Society and the 

connection with one of the small victims of 

the Collinwood School Fire of 1908 whose 

parents were also connected with Medina.  

Artifacts related to the Dorothy Hart family 

were donated to the Medina Historical 

Society.  We were there the day those artifacts 

were donated to view and photograph and we 

shared those with you.  A small exhibit is 

currently on display at the Medina HS.  

COVID  prevents us from participating fully 

with this exhibit but we are hoping that 

sometime in the near future we would be able 

to present a program on the CSF at the Medina Historical Society or participate in a program at the 

Spring Grove Cemetery where Dorothy Hart and her family are buried.  

 

You will also see on these pages information regarding our latest partnership with the Painesville 

Railroad Museum located on Depot Street in Painesville, Ohio.  They have taken on the joyful task of 

restoring the Collinwood “999” train and will house this unique piece of our history in a planned new 

building on their property which will also be a workhouse for them for future restorations of train 

related items. The “999” will be on permanent display there – when not taking part in a parade or two.  

The murals at Collinwood High School have been fully digitized as well and will be a part of the 

backdrop to this train display along with Collinwood history and the history of the building of the 

“999” and those involved in its creation.  We look forward to being a part of this. See the attached 

Depot News.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Join us at the Painesville Railroad Museum Dinner and fundraiser 



 
 



 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CLEVELAND! 

 

On July 22, 2021 our fair city of CLEVELAND celebrated its 225th Birthday. 

 

Since its inception in 1893, the Early Settlers Association (ESA) has as its core mission, to 

celebrate the founding of the City by General Moses Cleaveland and the rest of the 51 members 

of the Connecticut Land Company of the Western Reserve. On this day the team members 

landed at the confluence of the Cuyahoga River at Lake Erie.  Their job was to continue to 

survey their lands and then sell their plots to those adventurous enough to come west to start a 

new life.  That was in 1796.  

Our early founders came from their New England towns to their Western Reserve lands which 

ran from the Pennsylvania line into the Northwest Territory to the western Ohio Line.  The four 

corners of these lands can be marked at Conneaut, Poland, Milan and Sandusky, Ohio.  In fact, 

the ESA just this July marked the Conneaut and Poland (north of Youngstown) locations with 

new Ohio Historical Markers. 

I had the opportunity to attend the ESA’s 225th Birthday Celebration on July 22nd and luncheon 

as well as able to be present for their presentation of the Clay Herrick Award to Ms. Kathleen 

Crowther for her work as President of the Cleveland Restoration Society (CRS).   

For further information on both of these – we have included the copies of the text of the 

Cleveland City Council Resolutions which were procured, written by Yours Truly, and 

presented at Cleveland’s Birthday event. I had the opportunity afterwards to attend their 

luncheon to eat and talk with friends I haven’t seen for some time including two CNHS Ex-

Officio Friends: Bill Barrow, President of ESA and Kathleen Crowther, President of CRS. 

As for Collinwood and Nottingham Villages, as well as all the other communities that once 

made up the Euclid Township, it is a 225th anniversary celebratory year as well. After all, 

we were founded by some of the same members of the Connecticut Land Company of the 

Western Reserve.  

 

  



Early Settlers Association of the Western Reserve  

Clay and Ruth Penty Herrick Award 

 

The CNHS CONGRATULATES Ms. Kathleen Hackman Crowther, President of the Cleveland 

Restoration Society (CRS).  Kathleen, who is an Ex-officio Board Member of the CNHS was 

awarded the 2021 Clay Herrick Memorial Award by the Early Settler’s Association of the 

Western Reserve (ESA). She was presented the award at their ESA’s Annual Event and 

Meeting on July 22, 2021, which also happened to be the 225th Birthday of the City of 

Cleveland, which they annually celebrate.  The award is given each year as a memorial by Clay 

and Ruth Penty Herrick’s daughter, Jill. 

The ESA was founded in 1879 and is one of the oldest civic organizations in Cleveland. Their 

founding members were directly connected to the first settlers of these the Connecticut Lands of 

the Western Reserve. They have been charged from early on to “inspire greater understanding 

and interest in the history of Cleveland and the Western Reserve; to preserve the traditions of 

the WR; to organize, observe and celebrate the anniversaries of important historical events; to 

mark places with enduring signs, to further the best interest of Cleveland and the WR by 

cooperation with other organizations for the achievement of worthy historical, civic, educational 

and cultural goals.” (per the Encyclopedia of Cleveland History and the ESA By-Laws.) 

The Clay Herrick Award was created by the late historian who was an advertising executive 

who served in many civic capacities, including as president of the Early Settler’s Association 

and the Cleveland Restoration Society. He was a founding member and chair of the Cleveland 

Landmarks Commission and served on the 1976 Cleveland BiCentennial Commission. He was 

beloved by many and his work is known by many more.  The Memorial Award recognizes an 

individual whose accomplishments have “promoted and brought honor to Cleveland.”  

Ms. Crowther was recognized for her “longtime and effective leadership of the Cleveland 

Restoration Society (CRS), whose programs help preserve Cleveland’s rich architectural and 

cultural heritage.” Thus, per the ESA, “Kathleen Hackman Crowther, the President of the CRS, 

was overwhelmingly selected as this year’s recipient of this prestigious award by the ESA 

Board. 

On behalf of the Officers, Board and Staff of the CNHS, we CONGRATULATE Kathleen on 

this honor from the ESA.  It is well deserved. We look forward to working with you on future 

projects in the Ward 8 community in which the CNHS covers.  

 

  



RESOLUTION OF RECOGNITION 
 

For Councilmembers Kerry McCormack and Michael D. Polensek 

 

By Councilmembers  Bishop,  Brancatelli,  Conwell,  Gardner,  Gray,  Griffin,  Hairston,  B. Jones,  J. Jones,   Kazy, Kelley, Mooney, 

Santana, Slife, Spencer.    

 

WHEREAS, members of the Cleveland City Council, as well as the citizens of the City of Cleveland, are sincerely pleased to recognize The 

Early Settlers Association of the Western Reserve for the preservation of traditions and heritage of the Western Reserve, resulting with their 

annual celebration of Cleveland’s birthday on July 22nd; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Early Settlers Association of the Western Reserve is one of the oldest civic organizations in Cleveland, having celebrated the 

founding of Cleveland by General Moses Cleaveland, and his surviving party on July 22, 1796.  It is the only entity to annually sponsor and 

organize the observance of Cleveland’s founding; and 

 

WHEREAS, on July 22, 1796, General Moses Cleaveland and a team of 49 surveyors of the Connecticut Land Company landed in the flatlands 

of the Cuyahoga.  These surveyors established a New England-styled public square and established the Capital of their Western Reserve lands; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Early Settlers Association of the Western Reserve (ESA) was founded on November 19, 1879 and their Constitution was 

adopted on September 10, 1884.  It was established, as stated in their Constitution, “to inspire greater interest in the history of Cleveland and 

the Western Reserve; to preserve the traditions of the Western Reserve; to observe anniversaries of important historical events; to mark 

placing [of historical significance] enduring signs; and, to further the interests of Cleveland and the Western Reserve by cooperation with 

other organizations for the achievement of worthy historical, civic and cultural goals;” and 

 

WHEREAS, the first big project was a gift to the City in 1888: a bronze statue of General Moses Cleaveland erected on Cleveland’s historic 

Public Square.  Since then, there have been numerous statues and monuments that celebrate historical events/citizens of the City, such as the 

Oliver Hazard Perry Monument, the Harvey Rice statue and the George Washington statue; and 

 

WHEREAS, the calendar of events include History Day, Flag Day, Cleveland’s Birthday Celebration, the Herrick Memorial Award, and the 

Battle of Lake Erie Commemoration.  The year-round programs consist of Historic Cemeteries, Hall of Fame, Monuments and Markers and 

Moses Cleaveland trees.  The events and programs are all open to the public; now, therefore,   

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Cleveland City Council takes special pride in recognizing the Early Settlers Association of the Western Reserve for 

their extraordinary level of commitment, dedication and contributions to the citizens of Northeast Ohio and further extends best wishes to 

them for continued success in all of their future endeavors.   

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk, Clerk of Council be and she is hereby requested to transmit a copy of this Resolution of 

Recognition to Councilmember Kerry McCormack for proper presentation. 

                             

RESOLUTION OF RECOGNITION 
 
For Councilmembers Kerry McCormack and Michael D. Polensek 

 
By Councilmembers  Bishop,  Brancatelli,  Conwell,  Gardner,  Gray,  Griffin,  Hairston,  B. Jones,  J. Jones,   
Kazy, Kelley, Mooney, Santana, Slife, Spencer.    

 
WHEREAS, members of the Cleveland City Council, as well as the citizens of the City of Cleveland, are sincerely 
pleased to recognize The Early Settlers Association of the Western Reserve for the preservation of traditions and 
heritage of the Western Reserve, resulting with their annual celebration of Cleveland’s birthday on July 22nd; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Early Settlers Association of the Western Reserve is one of the oldest civic organizations in 
Cleveland, having celebrated the founding of Cleveland by General Moses Cleaveland, and his surviving party on 
July 22, 1796.  It is the only entity to annually sponsor and organize the observance of Cleveland’s founding; and 

 
WHEREAS, on July 22, 1796, General Moses Cleaveland and a team of 49 surveyors of the Connecticut Land 
Company landed in the flatlands of the Cuyahoga.  These surveyors established a New England-styled public 
square and established the Capital of their Western Reserve lands; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Early Settlers Association of the Western Reserve (ESA) was founded on November 19, 1879 and 
their Constitution was adopted on September 10, 1884.  It was established, as stated in their Constitution, “to 
inspire greater interest in the history of Cleveland and the Western Reserve; to preserve the traditions of the 
Western Reserve; to observe anniversaries of important historical events; to mark placing [of historical 
significance] enduring signs; and, to further the interests of Cleveland and the Western Reserve by cooperation 
with other organizations for the achievement of worthy historical, civic and cultural goals;” and 

 
WHEREAS, the first big project was a gift to the City in 1888: a bronze statue of General Moses Cleaveland 
erected on Cleveland’s historic Public Square.  Since then, there have been numerous statues and monuments 
that celebrate historical events/citizens of the City, such as the Oliver Hazard Perry Monument, the Harvey Rice 
statue and the George Washington statue; and 

 
WHEREAS, the calendar of events include History Day, Flag Day, Cleveland’s Birthday Celebration, the Herrick 
Memorial Award, and the Battle of Lake Erie Commemoration.  The year-round programs consist of Historic 
Cemeteries, Hall of Fame, Monuments and Markers and Moses Cleaveland trees.  The events and programs are 
all open to the public; now, therefore,   

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that Cleveland City Council takes special pride in recognizing the Early Settlers Association 
of the Western Reserve for their extraordinary level of commitment, dedication and contributions to the citizens 
of Northeast Ohio and further extends best wishes to them for continued success in all of their future endeavors.   

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk, Clerk of Council be and she is hereby requested to transmit a 
copy of this Resolution of Recognition to Councilmember Kerry McCormack for proper presentation. 

                             _________________  
__   
____
 Kevin J. Kelley, President of Council 
I, Patricia J. Britt, City Clerk, Clerk of 
Council of the City of Cleveland, do hereby 
certify that the foregoing is a true and correct 
copy of this Resolution of Recognition. 

WITNESS my hand and seal at Cleveland, 
Ohio, this Fifteenth day of July, 
2021.
 ___________________________
________________Patricia J. Britt, City 
Clerk, Clerk of Council 

 



RESOLUTION OF RECOGNITION 
 

For Councilmembers Michael D. Polensek and Kerry McCormack 

 

By Councilmembers    Bishop,   Brancatelli,   Conwell,  Gardner,  Gray,  Griffin,   Hairston,  B. Jones,   J. Jones,   Kazy,  

   Kelley, Mooney, Santana, Slife, Spencer.    

 

WHEREAS, the members of Cleveland City Council, along with its citizens, are sincerely proud and pleased to 

recognize Kathleen H. Crowther, Executive Director/President of the Cleveland Restoration Society, as she is honored with the prestigious 

2021 Clay Herrick Memorial Award by The Early Settlers Association of the Western Reserve on Thursday, July 22, 2012 at a ceremony being 

held as part of Cleveland’s 225th Birthday Celebration on Public Square; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Early Settlers Association of the Western Reserve is one of the oldest civic organizations in 

Cleveland, having celebrated the founding of Cleveland by General Moses Cleaveland, and his surviving party on July 22, 1796.  It is the only 

entity to annually sponsor and organize the observance of Cleveland’s founding; and 

 

WHEREAS, created by the late historian, Clay Herrick, Jr., the Herrick Memorial Award recognizes an 

individual whose accomplishments have “promoted and brought honor to Cleveland.”  Ms. Crowther is well-deserving of this award due to 

her longtime and effective direction of the Society and helping to preserve Cleveland’s rich architectural and cultural heritage; and 

 

WHEREAS, Kathleen joined the Cleveland Restoration Society (CRS) in 1987.  Her dynamic leadership, which 

is recognized both locally and nationally, plays a vital role in resolving preservation issues in the urban, suburban, and outlying regional areas 

of Northeast Ohio; and 

 

WHEREAS, as a result of her diligent and compassionate service, Kathleen has had many notable and worthy 

accomplishments, including overseeing groundbreaking programs, such as the Sacred Landmarks Assistance Program, the Heritage Home 

Program, and the Preservation Services Program.  She serves as an advisor representing the State of Ohio with the National Trust for Historic 

Preservation; was selected by National Arts Strategies and Stanford Business School to attend the first Executive Program for Non-profit 

Leaders in the Arts in 2002; and in 2010, she was selected to be a Visiting Scholar at the American Academy in Rome, Italy, where she observed 

its ancient monuments, churches and city plan designs; and 

 

WHEREAS, Kathleen has received many awards and accolades such as receiving the “Executive Director of the 

Year” at the Medical Mutual Pillar Awards for Community Service in 2012; the “Distinguished Alumni Award” from Cleveland State 

University, her alma mater, in 1992 and 2010; and the designation of December 3, 1992, as Kathleen H. Crowther Day by the City of Cleveland; 

just to name a few; now, therefore, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Cleveland City Council is sincerely pleased to join with the Cleveland Restoration Society 

and the Early Settlers Association as Kathleen H. Crowther, as she is awarded with the 2021 Clay Herrick Memorial Award at Cleveland’s 

225th Birthday Celebration.  Her dedication, commitment and passion for preserving historic landmarks and neighborhoods is remarkable.  

This Council further extends sincere and best wishes to Kathleen for continued success and happiness in all of her future endeavors.   

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk, Clerk of Council be and she is hereby requested to transmit 

a copy of this Resolution of Recognition to Councilmember Michael D. Polensek for proper presentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION OF RECOGNITION 
 

For Councilmembers Michael D. Polensek and Kerry McCormack 
 
By Councilmembers    Bishop,   Brancatelli,   Conwell,  Gardner,  Gray,  Griffin,   Hairston,  B. Jones,   J. Jones,   
Kazy, Kelley, Mooney, Santana, Slife, Spencer.    

 
WHEREAS, the members of Cleveland City Council, along with its citizens, are sincerely 

proud and pleased to recognize Kathleen H. Crowther, Executive Director/President of the Cleveland Restoration 
Society, as she is honored with the prestigious 2021 Clay Herrick Memorial Award by The Early Settlers Association 
of the Western Reserve on Thursday, July 22, 2012 at a ceremony being held as part of Cleveland’s 225th Birthday 
Celebration on Public Square; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Early Settlers Association of the Western Reserve is one of the oldest civic 

organizations in Cleveland, having celebrated the founding of Cleveland by General Moses Cleaveland, and his 
surviving party on July 22, 1796.  It is the only entity to annually sponsor and organize the observance of Cleveland’s 
founding; and 

 
WHEREAS, created by the late historian, Clay Herrick, Jr., the Herrick Memorial Award 

recognizes an individual whose accomplishments have “promoted and brought honor to Cleveland.”  Ms. Crowther 
is well-deserving of this award due to her longtime and effective direction of the Society and helping to preserve 
Cleveland’s rich architectural and cultural heritage; and 

 
WHEREAS, Kathleen joined the Cleveland Restoration Society (CRS) in 1987.  Her dynamic 

leadership, which is recognized both locally and nationally, plays a vital role in resolving preservation issues in the 
urban, suburban, and outlying regional areas of Northeast Ohio; and 

 
WHEREAS, as a result of her diligent and compassionate service, Kathleen has had many 

notable and worthy accomplishments, including overseeing groundbreaking programs, such as the Sacred 
Landmarks Assistance Program, the Heritage Home Program, and the Preservation Services Program.  She serves 
as an advisor representing the State of Ohio with the National Trust for Historic Preservation; was selected by 
National Arts Strategies and Stanford Business School to attend the first Executive Program for Non-profit Leaders 
in the Arts in 2002; and in 2010, she was selected to be a Visiting Scholar at the American Academy in Rome, Italy, 
where she observed its ancient monuments, churches and city plan designs; and 

 
WHEREAS, Kathleen has received many awards and accolades such as receiving the 

“Executive Director of the Year” at the Medical Mutual Pillar Awards for Community Service in 2012; the 
“Distinguished Alumni Award” from Cleveland State University, her alma mater, in 1992 and 2010; and the 
designation of December 3, 1992, as Kathleen H. Crowther Day by the City of Cleveland; just to name a few; now, 
therefore, 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that Cleveland City Council is sincerely pleased to join with the Cleveland 

Restoration Society and the Early Settlers Association as Kathleen H. Crowther, as she is awarded with the 2021 
Clay Herrick Memorial Award at Cleveland’s 225th Birthday Celebration.  Her dedication, commitment and passion 
for preserving historic landmarks and neighborhoods is remarkable.  This Council further extends sincere and best 
wishes to Kathleen for continued success and happiness in all of her future endeavors.   

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk, Clerk of Council be and she is hereby 

requested to transmit a copy of this Resolution of Recognition to Councilmember Michael D. Polensek for proper 
presentation. 

_________________________________ 
Kevin J. Kelley, President of Council 
 
I, Patricia J. Britt, City Clerk, Clerk of 

Council of the City of Cleveland, do hereby certify 
that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of this 
Resolution of Recognition. 

WITNESS my hand and seal at Cleveland, 
Ohio, this Fifteenth day of July, 2021. 

               Patricia J. Britt, City Clerk, Clerk of Council 

 
 



AN OPEN HOUSE AT LaSALLE THEATRE 

“Thank you for doing this” was the comment from one of our 

longtime residents of Collinwood while attending the June 13th 

“One Collinwood-One Community” Open House at the LaSalle 

Theatre organized by Northeast Shores Development 

Corporation’s Board of Directors, Caroline Peak, President and 

Elva Brodnick, VP/ Secretary and sponsored by Councilman 

Michael D. Polensek.  

This event was an opportunity for residents of Collinwood and 

neighboring cities to see the work that has been accomplished so 

far to restore this historic landmark in our city. Community 

members who had 

purchased a bulb or 

brick, that was to be a 

part of the sidewalk 

surrounding the building, were especially invited to 

take a look and offer feedback to the special “Donor 

Space” where the names of our contributors will be 

installed inside the main lobby. Due to code limitations 

set forth by the city, the original plan was modified.   

Information tables were in place via local vendors including the Collinwood Nottingham 

Historical Society and with the support of the Greater Collinwood Development Corporation 

Staff.  A special donation of a “PPE” bags was made available by Cleveland Clinic Euclid 

Hospital. A comment board was also available for ideas for improvement and “What I Love 

About Collinwood”.  Lauren Calevich, Venue Manager for the LaSalle, was available to offer 

tours, share information for upcoming events and answer any questions posed be visitors.   

Needless to say,  

a good time was had by ALL! 

 
  



The Consequences of Cleaveland 
Posted on June 23, 2021 by alowrie 

by John Grabowski, PhD | WRHS Krieger Mueller Historian 

 

On July 4th 1796, on the bank of what is now Conneaut Creek, a group of surveyors led by 

Moses Cleaveland celebrated Independence Day.  Naming the site Port Independence, they 

fired off a salute, ate a meal of pork and beans, and drank to six patriotic 

toasts.   Eighteen days later they arrived at the mouth of Cuyahoga River, climbing up a hill 

on the east bank (near what is now St. Clair Avenue) to the heights over the river valley. 

The river marked the boundary of that part of the Western Reserve to which Native 

Americans had ceded their claims in the Greenville Treaty of 1795, and it seemed a likely 

area to begin the exploration and mapping out of the lands now “available” to 

settlement.  Yet it took several weeks for Moses Cleaveland to decide if the site would serve 

as the center for the survey party’s work, and what some might call the capital of the 

Western Reserve.  He made that decision in August.  It was the best possible choice and 

considered naming the settlement Cuyahoga, but his colleagues convinced him that it should 

take his name. 

This is a quick and far too easy summary of the founding of Cleveland for it misses the 

broader impact of the event.   When Cleaveland’s surveying crew began to lay out the lines 

that would define the townships of the Western Reserve, they were imposing a change on 

the landscape that exceeded anything that had come before. 

(Map of English Colonies Bordering on Ohio River 

1754) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wrhs.org/blog/the-consequences-of-cleaveland/
https://www.wrhs.org/blog/author/alowrie/


Moses Cleaveland did not come to an unsettled or unknown land.   The area had seen nearly 

ten thousand years of human habitation, some nomadic and some permanent.   The Native 

Americans who were the first settlers made only minor marks on a landscape that had been 

shaped by geology and time.  They created trails, riverside settlements, and burial 

mounds.   The mounds were already ancient by the time Cleaveland arrived, yet they 

signified a deeper history than that which some people commonly assume. 

Nor was Cleaveland’s survey party the first “European” group to visit the general 

area.  Indeed existing maps and narratives helped lead Cleaveland to the site that would bear 

his name.   French and English trappers had been active in the area – meeting European 

demands for fur by working with the native population.  And, this activity would have an 

impact on the ecology of the region reducing species beyond their normal, usual 

“take.”   The French and British would also begin to map the area, placing their own lines 

on the landscape in order to claim ownership, and they would go to battle over the trans-

Appalachian west and in doing so involve the natives as allies and combatants.  These alliances 

and new ones would echo in the backcountry beyond the colonies during the American 

Revolution. 

That process was a lead up to what Cleaveland’s surveyors would do.  They would set in 

motion a more detailed survey and division that would forever transform the land – according 

to some, for the better, and for others, perhaps, for the worse. 

Certainly the New England style town commons, now Public Square, that they laid out in 

their first maps, indicates their desire to recreate a community like those they knew in New 

England.  Yet, it is important to remember that Cleaveland was a member of and working 

for the Connecticut Land Company, what we would today call a “real estate” investment 

company.  Its interest was in dividing and assessing the land for settlement and profiting by 

its subsequent sale.  Neither Cleaveland nor most of the other investors had any interest in 

settling in the area. In many ways this process still resonates today when open land or 

existing structures are developed or re-developed by companies whose primary interest is in 

profit. 



(Early Drawing of 

Downtown Cleveland by 

surveyor Seth Pease) 

 

 

 

 

 

It would take time, but in the short space of two centuries, indeed, in a mere single 

century, the lines Cleaveland’s survey team drew on the map of Northeastern Ohio (the 

Connecticut Western Reserve) to make the land logically marketable would provide the basis 

for the transformation of a landscape that had seemed eternal to its first inhabitants – a 

landscape that was heavily wooded, with a number of open streams and creeks, and with 

abundant wildlife.    It is a landscape that we simply cannot fathom today, except in some 

parks and rare corners of northeastern Ohio. 

It is a story of a transformation that is well chronicled in the archival collections of the 

Western Reserve Historical Society in documents that provide valuable insights into the 

settlement of northeastern Ohio and, in some instances, which also record the thoughts of 

those who saw the eternal slip away. 

Perhaps one of most powerful of these documents is in a very small notebook, in which John 

M. Holley, a member of the Cleaveland survey team, wrote down the words spoken by Red 

Jacket, an orator of the Six Nations and a sachem of the Senecas at a council between 

Cleaveland’s party and Native Americans which took place at Buffalo, New York on June 23, 

1796.  The meeting was in order to resolve the issue of remaining Native American claims to 

the Western Reserve. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

“You white people make a great parade about religion, you say 

you have a book of laws and rules which was given you by the 

Great Spirit, but is this true? Was it written by his own hand 

and given to you? No, says he, it was written by your own 

people. They do it to deceive you. Their whole wishes center 

here (pointing to his pocket), all they want is the money. . . 

He says white people tell them, they wish to come and live 

among them as brothers, and learn them agriculture. So they 

bring on implements of husbandry and presents, tell them good 

stories, and all appears honest. But when they are gone all 

appears as a dream. Our land is taken from us, and still we 

don’t know how to farm it.” 

Red Jacket, who had received a peace medal from President Washington in 1792 would gain 

great fame as an orator.  His lifetime (1750-1830) witnessed enormous change: wars, a 

revolution, and the division and loss of the lands he and his ancestors had known for 

ages.  His words and his story prompt us to think not only about our past, as we celebrate 

the founding of Cleveland in July, but also about our future and the role we continue to 

play in altering the natural landscape. 

 

 

This entry was posted in Then & Now and tagged Cleveland history, founders day, Moses Cleaveland. 

Bookmark the permalink. 
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Another Euclid Beach Landmark Lost . . . 

 

Over the summer, sad to say, the Euclid Beach Turnpike Car ride bridge, has been torn down. 

 

It stood in front of the Euclid Beach Garden apartment building, since Euclid Beach Park closed, way back in 

1969, and was still in use as part of the apartment building’s entrance.  

 

Remember those Turnpike Cars? 

 

Installed at Euclid Beach Park in 1962, they later moved to Shady Lake Park, & from there went to Old Indiana 

Fun Park. When Old Indiana closed, & went to auction, many of the cars (along with many other Euclid Beach 

ride cars etc) were brought back to Cleveland. 

 

Not to talk about the fact that the Euclid Beach Arch is still threatened.   But that is another story for another 

day. 

 

 

Turnpike car and bridge THEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOW 
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